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Welcome to the latest of our occasional newsletters. We really appreciate your support and 
hope you enjoy the access to our wonderful landscape that our walks provide. Of course those 
walks wouldn’t be available without the viaducts that our Victorian forbears constructed with 
such ingenuity.  

Wheelchair access is important to us, so we are delighted that the 
Outdoor Guide website recommends our walk from Stenkrith to 
Hartley for wheelchair users. Wheelchair user Debs, who works with 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park to develop accessible walks, 
describes it as ’a little gem of an accessible walk’. Find out more at 
Outdoor Guide website: 

www.theoutdoorguide.co.uk/walks/wheelchair-friendly-walks
/podgill-viaduct-nateby

Indeed, we know that our wheelchair access is appreciated by a 
number of visitors by their donations, for which we are grateful, but 
we still welcome visitors’ thoughts on how we can improve access. 

THUMBS UP for ACCESSIBILITY

www.nvt.org.uk

NORTHERN VIADUCT TRUST

Caring for the Smardale Gill, Merrygill and Podgill viaducts in the
Westmorland Dales in the Upper Eden Valley



WELCOME AND
THANK YOU...

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY...

Since our last newsletter, with the help of our 
contractors Eden Stonework Ltd, we have removed 
the tarmac surface from the viaduct, which had 
reached the end of its useful life. This has left a 
concrete top layer, which, whilst functional, is uneven 
and unsightly. Resurfacing is expensive and we are 
currently investigating innovative and less costly 
options. We would like to thank the Cumbria Wildlife 
Trust and local landowners for their help with the work 
so far and hope that they will continue to support our 
efforts to maintain Smardale Gill Viaduct. 

Finally we are optimistic that improved parking will be 
available for visitors at Smardale before too long.

On 20th May 1955 a train of empty 
mineral wagons was derailed 
between Smardale Gill and 
Smardale station. Getting the train’s 
two engines back on the rails and 
clearing the debris must have been 
hard work, which is probably why 
an axle box was left behind. It 
ended up in the care of our friends 
at the Stainmore Railway Company 
who kindly made it available to us 

to display at the site of Merrygill 
signal box. We would like to thank 
Mike Thompson and Mark Keefe of 
the SRC and WPS Supplies, 
builders’ merchants and contractors, 
who kindly transported the relic to 
its new home, where it provides 
further interest to our visitors. 

wpssupplies.wordpress.com
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ill 
nk 
of 

es, 
ors, 

 
e 
y

fe 
rk 

our 

l be e 

l l h h h l f

SMARDALE GILL VIADUCT LATEST...



We’d like to thank the management 
and staff of the Co-op supermarket 
in Kirkby Stephen for donating over 
£4,000 from the Co-op Local 
Community Fund. It will help carry 
out repairs on the Hartley to 
Stenkrith walk and car park. The 
money is raised from people’s 
spending at the local store and 
beneficiaries are nominated by 
local people. It reflects precisely 
what we aspire to be: a valued local 
community resource.

CO-OP Local

We’re grateful to the many people 
in the local community who 
volunteer to help keep our paths 
tidy, plant trees and generally care 
for the environment. We are also 
honoured when families decide to 
place memorial benches on our 
paths; it’s a lovely way to celebrate 
the lives of loved ones. The most 
recent on the Hartley-Stenkrith path 
commemorated local character 
Colin Walker, known as ‘Wiggy’ and 
a past railway man.  

OUR Community

We’re pleased that geocaching 
enthusiasts are also make good use of 
the Trust’s paths, helping to put the 
area ‘on the map’. The 8 Geocaches on 
the old railway line are part of a 
Geocaching trail of 15 caches that 
starts and ends in Kirkby Stephen. 
Over 70 Geocachers have visited all 
15, some have had 150 successful 
visits! This is just one example of how 
NVT brings visitors to our part of 
Cumbria, many of whom will also use 
the shops, pubs and restaurants in 
Kirkby Stephen. Find out more about 
geocaching at www.geocaching.com 

CACHEING IN... 

NVT is working in partnership 
with  local charity Ormside Mill 
Residential Centre and its 
manager Phil Longbottom to 
create an exciting opportunity 
for young people. It is a safe, risk 
assessed, insured, robust abseil 
system, using Podgill Viaduct, 
for small groups of young 
people. The Centre 
accommodates 18 young 
people at a time, developing 
team-work, collaboration and 
resilience and, through the 
challenges of outdoor 
experiences, helping them 
achieve a sense of self-worth 
that they may have never 
thought possible.

Young people ‘drop in’
on Podgill

www.nvt.org.uk

www.ormsidemill.org.uk 
www.youtube.com/watch
?v=lQzdyzbleqY

Find out more: 



Kirkby Stephen Community Arts
Kirkby Stephen Community Arts provides great quality arts 
events and family activities across existing venues in the town.  
With Telling Tales, our weekly storytime and craft session for 
preschoolers and Kirkby Construction, our fortnightly after 
school building club; monthly Remote cinema and bi-monthly 
Saturday family film; live music from local bands; theatre from 
nationally renowned companies for adults and children alike 
we very much hope that there is something in a our 
programme to suit everyone. And we have more planned … 
more events, more music, more activities for the whole 
community. Visit www.kirkbystephencommunityarts.co.uk 
to find out more.

Westmorland Dales Day
Sunday 29th July 2018

A day where people come together to celebrate our amazing 
landscape and the people that live here. There is so much 
going on, you really need to see it for yourself.  Enjoy meeting 
our amazing food producers, artists and caretakers of the past 
and present.

Celebrate our mesmerising landscape, there is magic in the 
hills that will reach your heart. A warm welcome awaits with 
plenty to see and do.  

A note TO OUR subscribers 

Mike Sunderland (Chairman)

Jonathan Miller (Vice-Chairman)

Tim Bounds (Treasurer)

Michael Pettigrew (Secretary)

Paul Thompson,  Sir Martin 
Holdgate, Mark Keefe, Hugh 
Eadon, Neil Cleeveley

Northern Viaduct Trust Limited. 
A company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England No. 
2351482. 

Registered Charity No. 702573. 

Registered Office: 12 The Office, 
Mardale Road, Penrith, Cumbria 

CA11 9EH 

Address for Correspondence:
Mike Sunderland

Castle House
Hartley

Kirkby Stephen
Cumbria

CA17 4JJ

northernviaducttrust@gmail.com 

It is many years since the Trust acquired 
several hundred supporters’ names and 
addresses. We know as time moves on, so 
do our subscribers. If this newsletter does 
not reach the addressee, we’d be grateful if 
you could let us know.

For information about the Trust please visit 
www.nvt.org.uk

Kirkby Stephen What’s on
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It is with great sadness that we report the 
death of our former Chairman Michael 
Sewell at the age of 96. Michael helped 
establish NVT and also served his 
community as a district councillor and 
churchwarden. He saw active service in 
World War II and was Managing Director of 
Hartley Quarry. We are grateful for his 
contribution and he will be missed.

MICHAEL SEWELL


