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July 2021
 
Wow it has been a hot 4 weeks!  Glorious views with endless blue skies in Cumbria.  The hazy lazy
days of summer 
  
– welcome to July’s edition of #News&Views

A wonderful image Gallery of a July walk by Stephan Brzozowski

Smardale Gill Viaduct from Witches Stride

https://mailchi.mp/e3af7dbee934/news-views-from-eden-viaducts-july-2021?e=bcde367239


Scandal Beck Ford

Steam on the Settle-to-Carlisle Line



The Staycation Express over Smardale Viaduct

#SaveSmardaleGillViaduct
 
Our Just Giving campaign is doing really well – thank you so much for all those who have donated and
shared the link – it is so very much appreciated.  As I write we are at £2685 with 72 supporters. 
Donations can be made via www.justgiving.com/campaign/savesmardalegillviaduct 
  
We also want to give a huge thanks to Kirkby Stephen Town Council that has given us a
generous contribution as have the wonderful people from Railway Heritage Trust

#14Peaksfor14Arches
 
As you know, we desperately need to make sure that water can no longer penetrate from the surface of
the viaduct into its stonework. Until we have the funds to do this the viaduct remains at risk. 
 
Today we are launching a new event to help raise funds
…

Can you help us to #SaveSmardaleGillViaduct 
By accepting the 14 peaks for 14 arches challenge
  
Smardale Gill Viaduct is at risk and the permissive path will need to shut permanently unless we can raise
the funds to repair the viaduct. 
 
The first phase is to make the deck water-tight by repairing its drainage and waterproofing the surface. 
Then we need to repair the stonework – at least 3 stone piers are vulnerable and are at risk of becoming
unsafe 
  
Smardale Gill Viaduct is 90 ft tall and has 14 arches 
We are asking people to be our lead fundraisers - by walking, running, being pushed either actually or
virtually in your own homes or wherever you might be - 90 miles across 14 Cumbrian Fells 
  
Smardale Gill Viaduct is in South East Cumbria outside the market town of Kirkby Stephen.  You will be
walking some of our most loved local fells situated in the Westmorland Dales area of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park and in North Pennines AONB. Our 14 peaks for 14 arches are (with heights and suggested
distances):

1. Nine Standards Rigg - H-650m. Distance 10 miles 
2. Wild Boar Fell - H-708m. Distance 6.5 miles 
3. High Cup Nick - H570m. Distance 9 miles 

http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/savesmardalegillviaduct
http://%20www.railwayheritagetrust.co.uk/
http://www.railwayheritagetrust.co.uk/


4. Smardale Fell - H-362m. Distance 6 miles 
5. Tailbridge Hill - H-547m. Distance 8 miles
6. Great Asby Scar - H-412m (slight detour to trig point). Distance 8.5 miles+detour 
7. Crosby Garrett Fell - H-382 (slight detour to trig point at Nettle Hill). Distance 7.5 miles+detour 
8. Blease Fell - H-474m Distance 6 miles 
9. Murton Pike - H-594m. Distance 4 Miles 

10. High Seat, Mallerstang - H709m. Distance 8.5 miles 
11. Green Bell - H605m. Distance 6.75 miles 
12. Dufton Pike - H-481. Distance 4 miles 
13. Cross Fell - H-893m. Distance 10.25 miles 
14. Little Fell (+Pendragon Castle) - H-559m Distance 6 miles 

Your challenge, should you accept, is to walk, run, cycle or be pushed up each fell listed covering the
distance indicated actually  
OR  
virtually by walking in your garden or cycling on an exercise bike in your home or by walking up and down
your High Street/Main Street covering the distance in stages
  
All we ask is that you become an official fundraiser by clicking on START FUNDRAISING on our
Campaign page SAVE SMARDALE GILL VIADUCT - JustGiving.  You can then simply set up your
fundraising page and get your friends and family to join in and support you.  To keep us all engaged and
able to follow your progress we’d like you to post videos and pictures of you training for your challenge
and doing your challenge and if you are signed-up to Strava Strava | Run and Cycling Tracking on the
Social Network for Athletes and can embed it on your fundraising page, we can all follow your progress on
a map and cheer you on. 
  
Fundraisers will be sent a #SaveSmardaleGillViaduct T-shirt – when you are doing your miles up and
down your High Street/Main Street you can wear your T-shirt with pride and get people to support you 
  
These are some of the most beautiful walks in Cumbria on lesser known but glorious fells in the Yorkshire
Dales National Park/Westmorland Dales and the North Pennines AONB.  What better way to help save
this iconic Victorian viaduct than enjoying, either in person or virtually, these amazing walks. 
  
Help us #SaveSmardaleGillViaduct and accept the 14 peaks for 14 arches challenge 
#BeAFundraiser

Nine Standards Rigg by Old Croft House

Just Giving QR code below

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/savesmardalegillviaduct
https://www.strava.com/


Every single donation helps.

A Day in the Life
 
This month our friends, Simon, Wendy, Oliver & Emily Bennett, from Augill Castle tell us about life in a
beautiful castle tucked away in the fells of Cumbria www.stayinacastle.com ‘unlike anywhere you have
ever stayed before’

Life in a castle sounds like an idyll to which we can all aspire and, indeed it often is. 
  
Life in this castle, nestling at the foot of the north Pennines with the Lake District fells on the horizon and
the Yorkshire Dales almost at the bottom of the garden has been everything from idyllic to heart-stopping
over the twenty-four years we have been here. 
  
And the last fifteen months have been unlike any other. That's not to say we haven’t rehearsed for a
pandemic, even if we didn’t see one coming. Back in 2001, having barely unpacked the last of our
belongings hauled up from London, our fourth summer season ended before it began when, in February,
Foot & Mouth disease shut down the countryside. 
  
It was the first, and not the last time we found ourselves and our business at the mercy of a government in

http://www.stayinacastle.com/


panic who simply did not know what they were doing. 
  
Hot on the heels of Foot & Mouth came 9/11 and a healthy North American following we had cultivated
evaporated. It would be a decade before many of our US fans felt comfortable flying again. 
  
The global financial crisis of 2008 brought new challenges but also fresh opportunities - a flight to safety
saw guests returning after several years, seeking familiarity in a turbulent world. 
  
By the time the pandemic closed us down in March 2020 we did feel as if we’d seen, done it, worn the t-
shirt. 
  
And here we are, currently not just surviving but thriving. Why? Undoubtedly because of our ability to re-
invent ourselves, to adapt to a crisis and to embrace change. 
  
There have been many other elements of running a hotel that have changed in nearly two and a half
decades - the way people communicate, how they book.  
  
Indeed, how they find us. Back in 1998 our whole marketing strategy was founded on a classified ad in the
Daily Telegraph - 'Stay in a castle in Cumbria. Rooms from £60'. We were full before we even had guest
rooms finished. Oh for the simplicity of a printed classified ad today.  
  
Facebook ads, Google adwords, sponsored tweets, Instagram influencers all have their place in 2021 but
in the end we’re still selling the same experience we did back in 1998 and the message is the same -
great beds, decent showers, deep baths, fluffy towels and tremendous food. All in a castle. 
  
Life during and post pandemic might have changed but actually, life at Augill has remained pretty much
untouched which is probably why guests are so keen to return.  
  
Ours is still a bumpy, gravel drive which gives a real sense of unfolding adventure as you turn off the
tarmac road. Ours is still a genuine welcome from us, our children - both of whom have grown up here -
and our team who have always been valued for their friendliness and warmth over cold efficiency. Ours is
still a place to leave the world behind, recharge, refresh and take stock. 
  
We won’t be here forever but another generation is gently sliding its feet under the dining table. There are
exciting plans to rear our own animals and grow more of our own fruit and vegetables, reducing the
distance from field to fork. There's always plenty of work to be done - a Victorian castle doesn’t look after
itself - so our days here are far from numbered. 
  
What the future holds, who knows but in a post-pandemic world where the unthinkable no longer exists
isn’t the sky the limit?

Eden Viaducts – On-Going Works



 

Smardale Gill Viaduct
 
Cumbria Wildlife Trust path extension south of Smardale Gill Viaduct: 
Cumbria Wildlife Trust started work on the path extension south of Smardale Gill Viaduct.  
Due to various issues (not least of which a pandemic!) the works have been delayed and will be taking
place through August and September.  We will keep you informed of any further news as and when we
hear it.  Please be aware, however, that the path is open for walkers at weekends. 
Thank you so much for your patience and understanding.  The resulting path will be fabulous of walkers
accessible to all. 
 
Stenkrith – Hartley Trackbed  
We have also been working hard along the Stenkrith to Hartley track bed.  We have been working with
Cumbria Wildlife Trust to audit the track-bed path and list all the conservation work that needs to be done. 
Next month’s News & Views will tell you more.  We intend to seek landscape conservation funds for this
work but in the meantime are cracking on with works that are more pressing.  
 

Podgill Viaduct
 
Trustee, Hugh Eadon, has been busy busy busy this month. After a report that one of the steps down to
the picnic/viewing area beneath Podgill Viaduct was looking the worse for wear, Hugh “volunteered” to
take a trailer with timbers and tools to effect repairs.  On arrival, there were two steps where the timber
risers were completely rotten and had collapsed.  Repairs were straightforward, it was the frequent to-ing
and fro-ing between trailer and steps in the heat that caused some, shall we say, perspiration, particularly
for the repair near the bottom of what is a long and steep flight of steps. Once recovered from this
exertion, Hugh replaced the damaged bottom hinge on the gate at the Hartley end of the walk adjoining
the road, which sounds simple but difficulty in sourcing a replacement (very heavy-duty self-closing two-
way hinge) meant removing one from another stoop where the gate has somehow disappeared.  
Some further rotten timbers were evident along the track-bed and Hugh has similarly volunteered to deal
with those over the next couple of weeks. 

There is a large amount of conservation work to be done along the track-bed and we are looking for
volunteers please.  We would welcome your help. Please email Office@edenviaducts.org.uk

PLEASE HELP US BY SEND US YOUR PICTURES – OLD AND CURRENT - AND TELLING US YOUR
STORIES OF OUR CORNER OF CUMBRIA
  
Or if you know someone with some stories to share please ask them to get in touch. 
 
Please email high res jpeg images to office@edenviaducts.org.uk with your email address, phone number
and credit line.

mailto:Office@edenviaducts.org.uk
mailto:office@edenviaduct.org.uk


View from the chair

 
Last month we announced our fundraising campaign to save Smardale Gill viaduct. Those of you who use
social media may be familiar with the #SaveSmardaleGillViaduct hashtag, which we’re using at every
opportunity (see, I sneaked it in again!); if you are on Facebook, Twitter like me (probably showing my age
here), Instagram or any other social media platform, you can really help us by re-posting our feed to help
us get the message out there. 
  
Thank you to all those supporters who have already helped us to raise over £2,500, we really appreciate
your contribution, but we still have a long way to go. That’s why this month we’re launching the
#14Peaksfor14Arches challenge, please help us by taking up the challenge. I will be taking it on and
posting my progress on social media and I hope you will join me. I’ve done a few of the featured fells in
the past, but this is a great excuse to get out and enjoy the incredible landscape in which Smardale Gill
viaduct sits. 
  
I’ll post details of my fundraising page next time and I hope you will join me in taking up the challenge. If
you don’t feel able to take on the challenge, perhaps you would be willing to sponsor my efforts. More on
this in our next issue. 
  
Those of you who use our Stenkrith to Hartley viaduct walk will know that it is very popular with dog
walkers. Thank you to all those dog walkers who use the bins (one by Merrygill viaduct and a couple at
Stenkrith); to those who don’t, please consider all the families with small children who enjoy walking the
trail. While I’m on the subject, a big thank you to Kirkby Stephen Town Council for supplying us with blue
bags so that we can empty the bin and to Mike Sunderland, our volunteer bin emptier. 
  
Finally, we’re looking forward to welcoming the Yorkshire Dales National Park Young Rangers to the
viaduct walk to help us with some maintenance jobs in August, more about this next month. 
  
All the best 
  
Neil Cleeveley 
Chair
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