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Welcome to News & Views from Eden Viaducts. Storm Agnes blew through following a couple of
lovely weeks giving us time to sort out our gardens and bring in the sileage.

Our Favourite September Images

Paul Crabtree @pacrabtree Aurora over Talkin Tarn Cumbria September 2023




@KirkbyStephen auction Mart
By Bill Robertson @billplumtree




By Bill Robertson @billplumtree

Kirkby Stephen Auction Mart

Stood with Arnold Lancaster by his pen of Swaledale yows at Kendal mart. "That one's the twin sister of
the champion at Great Yorkshire, a tup shearling out of that'un sold for a thousand pound, a lamb out of

that yan for six hundred..." #SheepOfTheDay




Leif Bersweden @LeifBersweden Grass-of-Parnassus — Cumberland’s flower

Dog Attacks Kill Sheep
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Farm livestock

Dogs must be
kept on a lead

2023 has seen an increase in dogs worrying and attacking sheep whilst on right of way through farmland.
National Farmers Union data shows that the claims costs of dog attacks on farm animals rose to more
than £1.8 million in 2022 and has increased again in 2023. The NFU found that

e 64% admit their dogs chase animals

¢ Almost half (46%) believe that their dog was not capable of injuring or killing livestock
e Nearly two thirds of owners let their dog roam off-lead in the countryside

e 39% admit their pets do not always come back when called

Whilst most believe that they have trained their pets and have them under control at all times.

The NFU state that Attacks on livestock, or sheep worrying, have gone up by 65% in the Cumbria in the
past year. A farm in South Cumbria found 28 lambs dead having been chased by a dog. This month a
farmer in Wrexham had 24 pregnant sheep killed and 46 ewes injured badly having been savaged by
dogs.

The chasing, worrying and vicious attacks are on the increase across all dog breeds. Even a well-trained
dog can stubbornly ignore a command when ‘on the chase’ whether it be a sheep or deer that they are
chasing. Pregnant animals can miscarry and die from the stress.

Please help our rural community by keeping your dogs on the lead at all times. Please don’t be the person
that thinks that they know better.

Singing Drumlin

Alas the Singing Viaduct could not take place on Smardale Gill Viaduct as the works have overrun with
bad weather. However, please do support the exhibition at Bowber Head instead. The Singing Drumlin |
Friends of the Lake District




SINGING DRUMLIN CELEBRATION

Bowber Head Nature Reserve - Ravenstonedale
Friday 29th Sep - Sunday 1st Oct 10am - 4pm

Enjoy a free Aeolian Sound Experience at Bowber Head Nature
Reserve at an installation of 20 sound sculptures created by
Cumbrian artist Dan Fox on top of this Glacial Hill or Drumlin.

Artist Jill Brown has created a set of voiles which will also be displayed
during the event celebrating the areas railway line and heritage.

This is a FREE drop-in event, no Booking is
required. Just turn up and tune in!

www.thewestmorlanddales.org.uk

Cumbria
Wildlife Trust

WESTMORLAND DALES

Smardale Gill Viaduct Restoration

And yet more rain. Alovely start to September followed by the remnants of Atlantic hurricanes! But
Hurrah — the works were finally complete just before we went to print. On the day of publication of News &
Views we are going to inspect the site — clear it and, hopefully, sign it off. Wish us luck!

Images of works:




The waterproofing done




The new surface going down




Gordon Wallace of Ramboll and Phil Nixon of Story Consulting

AND NOW ONTO THE RESTORATION OF THE PIERS and STONEWORK

We are working towards sending out tender documents in November and getting started on the works in
2024

Donations can be made via www.justgiving.com/campaign/savesmardalegillviaduct

Just Giving QR code below
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Well, since | wrote last month there has been progress on the resurfacing of Smardale Gill viaduct, but it
has been slow going. The weather has not been kind and, as | write, there’s about half a day’s work left
and storm Agnes is about to arrive! It looks like we may get enough dry weather in a couple of days for our
contractors to complete the job — hopefully by the time you read this they will have finished.




Even before this phase of work on Smardale Gill viaduct is complete, we have set the wheels in motion for
the next phase, which will focus on the repair and restoration of the stonework. We have re-appointed
Ramboll, our consulting engineers, to oversee this next phase of the work. They are now in the process of
drawing up a detailed specification, based on previous surveys and their own observations, which will
enable us to tender for this next phase of the work. We plan to start this next phase in late spring of 2024.

Before we can start, however, there are a number of important steps that we need to undertake. We will
need planning permission from Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority for the proposed repairs to this
Grade II* listed building. We will also need to have a survey conducted by a licenced person to determine
whether our proposals are likely to impact on protected species and, | imagine, identify potential
mitigations. Similarly, we will need to identify whether a bat survey is required. Given the location of the
viaduct in a National Nature Reserve, a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and a Special Area of
Conservation, we take our responsibilities very seriously and will take all necessary steps to mitigate the
impact of the work on the environment and the landscape in which the viaduct sits.

The next steps will be to identify the various contractors for the different aspects, structural and
environmental, of the work, at which point we will have a clearer indication of the costs.

Apart from the weather delays, this has been a fairly straightforward project so far, but the additional
complexity of the next phase makes me feel some sympathy for the people trying to manage the major
infrastructure projects like HS2!

All the best

Neil Cleeveley
Chair
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